
  November 8, 2007

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin

 

Chairman

 

Federal Communications Commission

 

445 - 12th Street, SW

 

Washington, D.C. 20554

 

 

 

Dear Chairman Martin:

 

 

 

I am writing in regard to the proposed sale of Rural Cellular

Corporation, which operates in Vermont as Unicel, by Verizon Wireless.

 

 

 

As you may know, Vermont is a destination of choice for those looking to

vacation, recreate or hold professional meetings. These consumers have

many choices and we continually work to differentiate Vermont from other

destinations.

 

 

 

Our visitors expect fine food, fine lodging, and the opportunity to get

away from it all in a beautiful, green environment. The reality today

though is that getting away from it all does not mean that the cell

phone stays turned off. Access to cellular coverage is an important

service our visitors expect.

 

 

 

Representatives from the Vermont Convention Bureau, a division of the

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce (LCRCC), are constantly



asked by national meeting planners whether destinations in Vermont have

cell coverage. Vermont has worked hard to increase coverage in spite of

our mountainous terrain. Any retreat from the important gains we have

made would have negative consequences on Vermont's ability to compete

for tourist dollars.

 

 

 

Cellular and broadband coverage are also a basic component for economic

development in rural areas. In the information age, Vermont stands to

lose economic opportunities if access to such coverage is unreliable,

costly or nonexistent.

 

 

 

As you know, Verizon Wireless is one of few national networks that use

CDMA technology. Unicel, as well as many large networks including AT&T

and T-Mobile, use GSM technology. Under the proposed acquisition of

Unicel by Verizon, it is my understanding that Verizon will maintain the

Unicel GSM infrastructure for no more than 18 months. This could result

in costly roaming fees for Vermont residents, businesses and visitors to

our state. It could also result in a large decrease in cellular coverage

within the state.

 

 

 

Cellular coverage must be cost effective, seamless and high quality. We

need to maintain access to standard GSM technology. On behalf of the

2500 members of the LCRCC, I am asking that you include a condition in

the sale that requires Verizon to maintain and improve upon coverage and

service in Vermont. Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

 

 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Tom Torti



 

 

President

 

 

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce
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